2000  PLINE  (Primary  Language  Is  Not  English)  Students 
in  Massachusetts  Public  Schools 

The  following  is  the  most  recent  data  from  the  Department  of  Education.  Covering  school  districts 
statewide,  these  statistics  are  based  on  elementary,  middle  and  high  school  PLINE  (Primary  Language 
Is  Not  English)  students.  As  in  previous  years,  the  2000  statistics  continue  to  provide  an  interesting 
look  at  Massachusetts  newcomer  communities,  highlighting  dominant  foreign  languages  in  different 
jommunities  based  on  concentration  of  PLINE  students. 

The  2000  statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  PLINE  students  and,  in  most  cases,  slight 
increases  in  the  dominant  languages.  Seven  cities  and  towns  have  been  added  due  to  an  increase  in 
PLINE  students:  Chicopee,  Lexington,  Marlborough,  Medford,  Milford,  Peabody  and  West 
Springfield. 

The  table  below  summarizes  the  student  statistics  for  1999  and  2000.  The  table  on  page  two  lists  the  24 
frequently  spoken  languages,  the  number  of  students  speaking  the  language  and  the  PLINE  percentage 
they  represent  in  Massachusetts  schools.  The  following  pages  list  public  schools  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  where  PLINE  student  enrollment  was  ten  percent  or  above  in  2000  and  include 
frequently  spoken  languages,  total  PLINE  enrollment,  total  student  enrollment  and  percent  PLINE. 


1999  2000 

Total  PLINE  Students  Statewide  128,555  Total  PLINE  Students  Statewide  129^65 

Total  Students  Statewide  972,260  Total  Students  Statewide  979,624^^ 

Percentage  PLINE  Students  13.22%  Percentage  PLINE  Students  13.2(]tS®^^ 

Highlights  of  the  2000  statistics.  ^  ^=i^^<$\ 

•    36  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts  had  1 0  percent  of  PLINE  students  out  of  the  total  <s|ij§^9^ 
enrollment. 


Marlborough  and  Medford  increased  to  15%  of  PLINE  students  while  Taunton  and  Westfield 
dropped  to  9%. 

More  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  different  languages  and  dialects  are  spoken  throughout 
Massachusetts. 

50.8%  of  all  PLINE  students  speak  Spanish  and  account  for  6.75%  of  the  total  student  enrollment. 

Thirteen  percent  of  all  students  in  Massachusetts  (about  one  out  of  eight)  speak  a  language  other 
than  English.  One  out  of  eight  PLINE  students  speaks  a  Southeast  Asian  language. 

PLINE  students  account  for  more  than  half  of  the  students  in  Lawrence  (79%),  Chelsea  (74%), 
Holyoke  (51%))  and  for  a  third  or  more  of  the  students  in  Lowell  (47%).  Somerville  (43%).  Lvnn 
(38%).  Boston  (36%).  Fitchburg  (33%)  and  Maiden  (3 1  %). 


Prepared  b>  the  Ollice  of  Refugee  and  Immigrant  health.  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Data  .Source  onice  c^f  Technology /Data  Collection.  Massachusetts  Depanmeiit  of  I  ducation 


1999  and  2000  PLINE  (Primary  Language  Is  Not  English)  Students 


1999  TOTAL  STUDENTS  STATEWIDE:      972,260  2000  TOTAL  STUDENTS  STATEWIDE:  979,624 

1999  TOTAL  PLINE  STUDENTS:  128,555  2000  TOTAL  PLINE  STUDENTS:  129,365 

1999  PERCENTAGE  PLINE  STUDENTS:    13.22%  2000   PERCENTAGE  PLINE  STUDENTS:  13.20% 


1999 

1999 

2000 

2000 

LANGUAGE 

I  

TOTAL  STUDENTS 

PERCENTAGE 

TOTAL  STUDENTS 

PERCENTAGE 

SPANISH 

65,666 

51.5% 

65,845 

50.8%) 

PORTUGUESE 

12,424 

9.7% 

12,768 

9.8%) 

KHMER 

7,601 

5.9% 

7,294 

5.6% 

'  CHINESE* 

j 

7,212 

5.6% 

7,861 

6.0%) 

i  VIETNAMESE 

6,067 

4.7% 

5,864 

4.5%) 

j  HAITIAN  CREOLE 

4,665 

3.6% 

4,363 

3.3%) 

i  CAPE  VERDEAN 

4,401 

3.4% 

4,359 

3.3%) 

RUSSIAN 

3,144 

2.4% 

3,253 

2.5%) 

FRENCH 

1,963 

1 .5% 

2,135 

1 .6%) 

ARABIC 

1 ,394 

1.1% 

1,484 

I .  I  %0 

GREEK 

1 ,047 

.8% 

915 

.7%) 

I  KOKhAN 

1  .  

1,U1V 

00/ 

.8% 

1,022 

on  / 

.8%) 

1  LAO 

O  1 

82 1 

735 

.56 

1      *l  r>AXIIAXI 

j  ALBANIAN 

573 

.44 

T  O 

678 

.52 

HMONG 

543 

.41 

652 

.50 

Z^"*  1  I  I  A  r>  A  T""! 

,  GUJARA  1 1 

552 

.42 

597 

.46 

ITA  I  1  A  M 
j   1  1  /\  L 1  /\  IN 

OH  7 

POLISH 

617 

.47 

577 

.44 

JAPANESE 

580 

.44 

558 

.43 

HEBREW 

450 

.34 

493 

.38 

HINDI 

464 

.35 

465 

.35 

SERBO  CROATIAN 

398 

.30 

445 

.34 

URDU 

325 

.25 

347 

.26 

ARMENIAN 

374 

.28 

332 

.25 

•Includes  Mandarin.  Cantonese.  Taiwanese  and  f-ukienese 

Prepared  by:  the  Office  of  Refugee  and  Immigrant,  Massachusetts  Oepartment  of  Public  Health 
Data  Source;  (^tTice  of  Technology/Data  Collection.  Massachusetts  Department  of  F-ducation. 
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https://archive.org/cletails/2000plineprimary00mass 
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